
DOWN DOWN DOWN the rabbit hole
Cinanti Astria Johansjah



This Catalogue Was Published
To Accompany The Exhibition

This catalogue was published to accompany 
Cinanti Astria Johansjah’s solo show 
DOWN DOWN DOWN the rabbit hole, 
curated by Roy Voragen, at ROH Projects

4 April — 2 May 2017
ROH PROJECTS

All Artworks © 2017 Cinanti Astria Johansjah

Artists’ texts and images courtesy of ROH Projects. 
All rights reserved under International copyright 
conventions. No part of this catalogue may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, 
recording or any other information storage and retrieval 
system without  prior permission from 
the publisher.

ROH PROJECTS

Equity Tower 40E
Jakarta 12190
+62 21 514 02116
info@rohprojects.net
rohprojects.net

artwork on cover :

EXHIBIT NO. 5
2017. Watercolour on Canvas
120 x 200 cm

on this spread :

EXHIBIT NO. 6
2017. Watercolour on Canvas
120 x 200 cm



EXHIBIT NO. 3 2017. Watercolour on Canvas, 140 x 700 cm



DOWN DOWN DOWN the rabbit hole

DOWN DOWN DOWN the rabbit hole at ROH Projects is the fourth solo exhibition 
by Bandung-based artist Cinanti Astria Johansjah (who is better-known as Keni; 
Balikpapan, 1985; cinantiastria.com). And for this exhibition Keni decided to deal 
with a solemn theme: grief.

In psychology, grieving is described as a five-stage process: denial, anger, bargaining, 
depression and, finally, acceptance – the so-called Kübler-Ross model. Keni’s work in 
this exhibition is situated in between the two stages of bargaining and early depression. 
And the stage of bargaining is considered to be a bargaining with one self, and one’s 
anger issues, and one’s surrounding. And in the early stage of depression there is still 
hope that the depression doesn’t run too deep and too long, and thus there is still hope 
that one could get out of the black void any time soon.

In-betweenness is a significant motif throughout Keni’s oeuvre. She considers the 
in-betweenness as an essential ‘adempauze’. ‘Adempauze’ is a Dutch-Indonesian word 
signifying an ephemeral respite, eerily frozen in time for a brief moment. In the context 
of this show, ‘adempauze’ also refers to the in-between lulls of grief coming and going 
in overwhelming waves (thus complicating the linearity of the psychological model). 

Another recurring motif in Keni’s work is the use of animals. And in this show, animals 
aren’t shown to offer some sort of solace to come to terms with bereavement. On the 
other hand, the animals shown are an allegory for self-othering when dealing with 
the loss of a significant other.

For this exhibition, Keni changed her brushstroke technique considerably; 
the resulting paintings look free as well as vulnerable, confident as well as fragile.

Roy Voragen
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EXHIBIT NO. SEKIAN Installation View
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